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PUBLIC HOUSING — 19 BRATHWAITE ROAD, LOCKRIDGE — EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [12.05 pm]: As members may be aware, at 
approximately 5.00 am on 6 November 2013, an explosion and fire occurred at a public housing complex at 
19 Brathwaite Road, Lockridge. When Department of Housing officials arrived at the complex, emergency 
services were on site and all tenants had been evacuated from the complex. Subsequently, the department has 
been provided access to the site only in order to identify what action is required to make the site safe and to 
assess the ongoing accommodation needs of residents. The site remains under the control of emergency services. 
Sadly, the resident of unit 16 suffered extensive burns to his body and is in a critical condition in hospital. The 
man was rescued from the burning unit by another resident at the complex, who must be commended for his 
actions. No other residents were injured during the incident. The department has not received formal advice 
regarding the cause of the fire or the explosion. However, unconfirmed reports by the media state that the 
explosion and subsequent fire was caused by a gas leak. Gas network infrastructure provider 
ATCO Gas Australia has released a statement confirming that the agency attended the complex on 1 and 
4 November 2013 to undertake works to unused gas meters in accordance with Australian standards. No gas 
works have been undertaken by the department’s head contractor at unit 16 in the last year. A property 
inspection on 13 August 2013 demonstrated that the smoke alarms and residual current devices were in good 
working order. The department acted immediately to provide temporary accommodation to tenants who did not 
have alternative options available. It has engaged with support services including the Department for Child 
Protection and Family Support to ensure that the basic needs of affected tenants are being met. Furthermore, the 
department will arrange for alternative accommodation within its housing stock for tenants who will not be able 
to return to their units, and has been in contact with the Salvation Army to assist tenants with other basic items 
such as furniture. 
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